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death of that sovereign, and afterwards condemned to
twenty years in Siberia. He was over six feet high, and was
still a very handsome man.
The ball opened with a polonaise, which I danced with
the duchess, after which I danced a contredanse with Mile,
de Manteuffel, one of the prettiest of the maids-of-honour.
I sat next to the duchess at supper, and was, in fact, the
only cavalier for eleven ladies. They were all respectable
dowagers, and had long left their charms behind them.
The duchess was most attentive to me, and after supper I
was given a glass of what I took to be tokay, and which I
afterwards found to be nothing but very old English ale.
The next day but one I dined with the duke. There were
no ladies present, and the conversation turned on mines and
minerals, and though I knew nothing whatever of these
subjects, I was fool enough to talk as though I had studied
them all my life. An old chamberlain, who had the direc-
tion of all the mines in the duchy, saw fit to contradict some
of my statements, but the duke took my part. After dinner
he asked me, if I was not in a great hurry to get to Peters-
burg, to spare him a fortnight, as he would like me to visit
his mining establishments and write down my observations
on them. I consented, and it was arranged that I was to set
off on my tour of inspection next day, and that the old
chamberlain was to fetch me a carriage and six horses.
Our tour lasted fifteen days. We changed horses every
three or four hours, and we refreshed ourselves copiously
from a store of fine wines which the chamberlain took along
with him. We went over five copper and iron works. It
was not necessary to know much. Here I recommended
some slight reforms; there I recommended an increase of
workmen. Knowing that it was economy the duke had in
view, I devoted myself to reducing the expenses wherever it
seemed possible, notably in one mine where thirty labourers
were employed; I suggested the construction of a short
canal, which could be fed by a little river, and which, by
means of a simple lock, could be made to turn three wheels,